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Thursday, July 16, 2015
Minutes
3:30pm to 5:00pm EDT
Dial-in: 877-679-7915 / Participant ID: 41038213
1. Roll Call
Present were:
Sharon Santilli – President
Wally McClure – Secretary
Carol Eaton – Vice President
Jim Fleming - Treasurer
Region 1 – Mary Weatherill
Region 3 – Craig Burshem
Region 4 – Charles Bryson
Region 5 – Erin Frisch
Region 8 – Liesa Stockdale
Region 9 –Scott Lekan
Region X –Deb Foley
Jeff Cohen – WebSite
Alisha Griffin – Intergovernmental Chair
Guests included Kate Cooper Richardson and members of the IV-D Web Site committee

President Sharon Santilli welcomed the members of the committee. 
2. Approval of Minutes –June 18, 2015
Approved without changes

3. President’s Report

Sharon reviewed the attached written report and highlighted several items, including:

Sharon reported that Scott Hale indicated there will be a conference call on the subject of the new IRS 1075 requirements for all directors July 29. Kate Cooper Richardson and staff have been participating in conference calls on the subject. She reports that credit checks are supposed to be out. Kate also said the release of the draft document was supposed to be August but then we received a copy this week. No one anticipates that the Citizenship requirement will be a problem. Timeline for hiring may be a problem due to delays for the FBI background report. Kate suggests hiring contingent on positive report. Some states may require legislative change to implement the new requirements. States decide what a passing report is.

UIFSA has passed in 46 states to date.

There is discussion about what additional info on medical apps. CMS believes there are model applications: TX DE KY among them. 

4. Treasurer’s Report
Marriott bill is in. Actual $40,000 and is paid today. Balance $90K
Erin moves Craig seconds passed

5. Committee Reports
1. NCCSD Website Chair- Jeff Cohen
Jeff reviewed a proposal from Ciber, and was able to identify items to remove from proposal. Left the vendor with overall design, lists serve, and host site. Got proposal down from $41,096 to $18,720. Sharon asks about registration and payment for conference. Spreadsheet attached with line items and costs.  These are one-time costs. Jeff proposes a retainer agreement for future support. Annual cost would be with the SharePoint host of about $200 a year. Jeff will discuss the registration process with Jim as an addition so Jeff understands the desired requirements. Jeff will follow up and develop a final proposal for a motion.
· IRS Offset Chair- Ann Coffin
No report.

· Finance Chair- Jim Fleming
$12,000 ahead from the Conference. 
Accounting firm made an error resulting in a late filing. Accountant contacted IRS and is waiting for IRS response. Response is usually about 60 days. 

· OCSE Update on Policy and Rules Chair- Craig Burshem
Two small changes. DCL on IRS. Action transmittal 15-01 correcting a form for the tribes. 

· Intergovernmental Committee- Chair Alisha Griffin
No report


· VOE Committee Update- Jim Fleming
Jim getting updates from Tom Joseph on the 10-day notice requirement. Bill may be merged with a broader bill – expect markup next week. NCSEA has provided info to congressional members. 
Jim motion authorizing Sharon to send letter supporting bill.  Wally seconds. Passes unanimously.

· Imputing Income Committee –Chair Jim Fleming
Commissioner concerned we are imputing too fast and defaulting too readily. She has a group of attorney directors to explore imputing. Most recent meeting July 6. Barbara L is interviewing directors about how states using imputed income and asking what the climate is. Barbara wants to see our actually procedure.


· Mentor Committee- Erin Frisch
Erin submitted the attached information to support the development of the NCCSD mentoring program. The committee is still waiting for response from OCSE about whether we can use their training. No response so far. 


6. New Business- 
NPRM- HR 2688 Letter VOTE
Discussed whether to send the letter.  Two suggested changes, to move para 4 to para 2 and to add language to new para 3 that explains we provided both positive and negative comments. Jim moves to send letter with the changes, Liesa seconds, motion carries (two “no” votes).

IRS Publication Background Check
Many concerns about proposal, but before we comment, will wait until after teleconference on 29th.

7. Old Business -  Change in September meeting due to Region 1 Meeting                       
[bookmark: _GoBack]Carol asks about conference next year. Wondering about rate … GSA rate $97 but Hotel is $140. 
Attachments:
· Minutes (June 18)  

· 
[bookmark: _MON_1503897896]President’s Report

· 
Treasurer’s Report    

· HR 2688 Letter
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The monthly OCSE/ NCCSD Leadership Conference Call took place on July 15, 2015 at 11:00 am. President Sharon Santilli and Vice President Carol Eaton met with Commissioner Vicki Turetsky, Donna Bonar, Linda Dimeke, Kim Smith Barbara Lacina and others from OCSE. The following issues were discussed:

· Security Agreement- Brief discussion with Vicki regarding what they are seeing in terms of more and more requirements will be coming for state systems that contain federal data.  Vicki indicated there appears to be more of a top down approach in terms of dictating how it is going to be done without a recognition of the differences in the level of data that is being maintained.  She is pushing for as much flexibility as possible when working with the states.     

· IRS publication 1075 and DCL 15-10- Linda Dimeke reported that there is a 16 member committee involved with the 1075 regulation. OCSE expected the regulation to be issued next week. In fact the regulation was issued after the call.  Kate Richardson has been providing information to directors since some of her staff also participated in the Office of Safeguards/FTI calls with state departments of revenue and tax administrative agencies. The draft of 1075 was posted on the Tax Exchange. Her staff had been proving comments on these conference calls. Apparently, according to OCSE, the Chief of this particular section in IRS Steven Matteson, is quite reasonable and is open to comments. They expect the final publication to be issued in mid- August. Mandates include fingerprinting of all child support staff that handle FTI at a cost of $18.00 per person. Sharon asked if the State HR or child support would handle this and if there would be FFP available for this cost? A conversation ensued about whether states already are doing this for staff vs whether it is required specifically for child support staff. If the latter the FFP would be available as an administrative cost.  Apparently the response time can take from 24 hours to 2 weeks. Also Sharon brought up that there may be a  problem in fitting this new procedure, of fingerprinting before offering the position, in existing human resource hiring procedures and practices which are highly automated. The regulation also requires background investigations and citizenship checks of all current and new child support employees who handle FTI. The credit background check mandate was dropped. In addition to FFP for fingerprinting, we discussed the issue of possible state enabling legislation, labor/union issues that may arise, time line for implementation. Barbara Lacina indicated that if we had something in place to begin the process within a year that probably would be acceptable Carol inquired as to whether this added security would mean we would now have access to tax returns. They indicated they were not sure but thought we would not since we have limited access to FTI and not to all information.  Vicki indicated OCSE would be scheduling a call DCL 15-10 with all Directors. (Note:  after the call, Scott Hale contacted me to determine availability. The conference call may be held Wednesday July 29, 2015

· IRS Reversals- Status Quo. Good support on many levels.

· UIFSA- Passage in 46 states. Some states still in session

· CMS- Has reached out regarding information on health care application as a result of state persistence in this area. Several states are apparently having some luck with adding questions to the application. CMS indicated there some model applications and mentioned: Texas, Delaware Kentucky and possibly Florida.

· TANF Reauthorization- Nothing about child support. Vicki mentioned that there were many phrases/concepts similar to child support language Chairman Ryan focused on “evidence based”.

· Report to Congress- System replacement discussion - more development at the federal level, interoperability critical.
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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHILD SUPPORT DIRECTORS
TREASURER'S REPORT
Activity June 1, 2015 - June 30, 2015

National

Council of
Child Support

Directors

Beginning Wells Fargo Balance as of 6/1/2015 $124,378.87

Deposits/Credits
6/5 Electronic Deposit (OCSE 23 at $330) $7,590.00
6/10 Deposit ($380 x 1) $380.00
6/17 Deposit ($380 x 1) $380.00
6/17 Electronic deposit (Recharge for reversed $400 from May) $400.00
6/19 Electronic Deposit ($380 x 1) $380.00
6/30 Interest Payment $4.38
Total Deposits ~ $9,134.38

Debits

6/10 Credit card fees and charges for May $108.12
Total Debits $108.12
Ending Wells Fargo Balance as of 6/30/2015 $133,405.13

Pending ltems
Marriott (tentative) $42,286.81
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Re:  S.1525/HR2688 



Dear Sponsors (names will be listed):	Comment by Craig M. Burshem: It is not readily clear from this letter why NCCSD is objecting to the proposed legislation. The letter seems to focus on what NCCSD has done in relation to the NPRM rather than its objection to the proposed legislation.
Perhaps focusing on legal issues would add substance to our objection. Is this a separation of powers issue? What authority does Congress have to interfere with the ordinary course of an agency’s rulemaking process?  If Congress thinks the agency is promulgating regulations that are outside the statutory authority then the bill should say so.
 Should it go to the Sponsors or to all members of Congress?



I am writing on behalf of the National Council of Child Support Directors (NCCSD) regarding the above captioned legislation. NCCSD is an association comprised of child support directors from every state. I am honored to serve as President of NCCSD.



In 2010-2011, NCCSD’s Executive Committee approved and submitted a workgroup report recommending program efficiencies and improvements to the Administration for Children and Families-Office of Child Support Enforcement (OCSE). Many of the suggestions and recommendations contained in the report were subsequently incorporated into the NRPM. Notice of Proposed Rulemaking entitled “Flexibility, Efficiency and Modernization in Child Support Enforcement programs” (NPRM). On January 15, 2015 NCCSD issued official comments to the NPRM. We provided comments as an association with a majority consensus. Of course individuals and states reserve the right to express a contrary review and many have done so.



Rulemaking has been an essential function of the OCSE in the ordinary course of business. As in the past, we fully anticipate that OCSE will analyze, review and otherwise take into account the Council’s comments and those of other entities and individuals, and make changes where appropriate based upon the comments submitted. We  believe that the standard rulemaking process will lead to a consideration of the many comments and issues filed by diverse entities and individuals and thus should be allowed to proceed. 	Comment by Administrator: [SS-4] The last sentence may be difficult for congress.  I would suggest:  “We believe that the standard rulemaking process will lead to a consideration of all issues, and thus should be allowed to proceed.”  



We are very grateful that the child support program has always had strong bipartisan support from Congress. Indeed, much of the improvements in child support in the last 15 years are directly attributable to the provisions that Congress put included in the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Act.



As an organization, we look forward to a final rule containing many of the program efficiencies and improvements incorporated into the NPRM, which will advance much-needed regulatory changes to benefit the many children and families we serve.   	Comment by Craig M. Burshem: If we send to all members of Congress should we be asking them to vote against the bill??  Isn’t that the purpose of the letter?  If se send to the sponsors, should we ask them to withdraw the bill?



Sincerely,





Sharon A. Santilli, Esquire 

President

National Council of Child Support Directors
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